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i Doubt not, but the Failing of my Pls 
tion is Matter of great Tumph to yu: 


tion of your Fr. Eng ry, made Uſe 
of as a main Argument, for the laughing thoſe 


8. Fellows, the Old Fathers, out of the = 


orld. But be not too impatient to wound 
them through m Side! It is true, the Cities 
of London” and Weftminſter are yet Nanding, 


and ſo was Nienvd, 17 many Years after . 
nab had propheſied, That within forty”! Day 3 


that great City ſhould be overthrown.” . 
The Ninevites were preſerved by a timely © 
| Repenttance ; and, for a while, I 5 intirely. 
wrapt up in the pleaſing Meditation that the 

= ſte: Cauſe had -ofluect thi fatſte tap appy Ef-. 
feeck with Regard to; ourſelves; hut it cannot 
5 be demed, that there are many *Syr ftoths'not 

> alt cable to this Opin on. For 
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' Tuppoſe we ſhall fee it, in the next Edi I 


1 4 J 0 

when I began to enquire, Whether our e 
and other Places of Divine Worſhip, were more 
frequented than before; or, whether there was 
ſtill the old Congregation, the Clerk and bare 
Walls? My. Anſwer was, Moſt of the Folks 
are run out of Town. But 1 hope, ſaid I, 


you obſerve a great Encreaſe of Charity a- 


mongſt them that are left; I hope there are 
more Inſtances of the Widow and Orphan be- 
ing cloathed and fed, and the poor Debtor 
. releaſed, than common. As to that, ſaid my 

7 Informer, our Nobility and Gentry are cer- 
_ tainly very generous to Foreigners; a great 
Number of French and Italian Singers, Dancers, 
and Tumblers, are enriched by them. Pooh ! 
ſaid I, a P-x on their Charity! But, prithee, 
tell me, Are not Lying and Cheating leſs prac- 
tiſed in the City? In troth, ſaid he, you muſt 
ask my L--d-M---r. Fut 18 4 not leſs 
Swearing in our Streets, ſaid I; leſs Blaſphemy 
and Drunkneſs in our Publick Houſes? Oh! 


Pug Ma ſaid he, by one Part in ſeven ; for, by a 


late Order, we poor D-v-ls are obliged D. . 
drink and ſwear away our Sundays at Home ; 
though I much queſtion, whether ſome of us 
do not make themſelves Amends on the Week 
Days. Then the Opera, the Play-Houſe, the 
Tavern; the Bawdy-Houſe, and Ranelagh, 
have loſt a great many of their noble Cuſto- 
mers; the Run-aways, I ſpeak of, being 


| moſtly the other End o'th' Town Sentry. — 


„ Nay, then, cried a profligate Fellow, a Lu- fa 
5-4 ik," who had ſat li n to a 5 


* 


bo 1 1. 


W me, if uche is any Earthquake yet a- 
while---Prithee, George, ſaid I, leave thy idle | 
Talking, and give us thy Reaſon for this 
ſtrange Inference. Why, -zooks ! ſays he, 
who thinks it worth while to deſtroy the 
Neſt, when the Hornets are gone? His Words 
kindled a Fire in my very Bones; and I made 
no doubt but he ſpoke through an extraordi- 
nary Impulſe, when I had well weighed them, 


and found how exactly they correſponded with © © 


a Dream, or Viſion, which I had a few Nights 
before, and of which, till then, 1 could not di- 


vine the Meaning. 
Miethought I was led by the Spirit chroggly 


all the Parts of this great Metropolis; and firſt” 


to the Door of a certain auguſt Aſſembly ; but 


Guide, although he ſeemed to be a D- v-I 
of Diſtinction, did not offer to intrude, only 


juſt peep'd in, nodded to ſome particular Per- 


ſons, and immediately hurried away to V. 


m. ftr Hl. There I ſaw a vaſt Number f 


| inferior Demons, ſome buſy in ſorting Sins of 


different Kinds, and making them up into a 


large Fardels; others, like Clerks, taking their 
Number and Weight; and others, habited like 
Porters, who carried them to the Top of the 
Roof, and piled them up to the very Clouds. 

Theſe, ſaid my Guide, are the ſeveral Perju- 

„ Subornations of Perjury, wilful Errors, 
. corrupt Pleadings, unjuſt Verdicts, and un- 
. righteous Judgments, which, at any Time, 
have been amaſſed in this Place. But why are 
* they piled upon the Roof? faid I; ſuch an enor- 
B 2 5 mous 
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mous Weight, Tas afraid, will break i it down- 5 


Ho, ho! ſaid he, laughing, this is a very 


ſtrong Building, and * always been veel to 4 
3 bea L 1 
We then paid our Reſpects at a aid 
| Place in St. F---s's Pariſh, where my Guide 


'ſhewed ſome Inclination to have ſtay'd a little; 5 


but a great hook-nos'd D-v-1, ratling a Box of | 
Dice in his Hand, put him qut of Humour, 
5 'by whiſpering in his Ear, that there had been 
5 no Gaming there laſt Sunday y. 


From thence we rambled to the Exchange, 
at Sight of which T own my Heart failed me, 
becauſe of the vaſt Multitude of D-y-ls that * 

expected to find there, employed in collecting 


the Iniquities of that little Spot. But, to m 


great Surprize, I ſaw not one. Sure, faid I, 


Daub is ſprung out of the Earth, and Ri ble 

.. - ouſneſs bath locked down from Heaven, | 99 * 

dld not continue long in this pleaſing 2 55 „ 

+ For my Guide, turning to me with a malicious 
Smile, Do you ſee, ſaid he, that men 


g warm of St--k-J-bb-rs, of all Nations, 
and Gentiles? Theſe are my Maſter's Fad = 
His Agents for this Place; he makes Uſe of ns 
others; they have Talents peculiarly ada 1 


for this Service; we have not a D- v- I in 


I was juſt going to rf dons. vet hel 


by _ 


fol — 


Est. 'T here à new Obiect engaged my At- 
tention ; and that was, a Parcel of ſmutty De- 
mons, uno, having gathered together an in- 
. credible Quantity of black Frauds, ſulphureous 
Perjurics, and Salt-Petre Evaſions, were mix 
ing them up into a Kind of Satanical Gun- 
poder; which, having trained through the 
Sie ve of a T-de-w--t-r s Fingers, they. bs relled 
up into ſeveral large em pty City -Conſcien- 
ces, that ſtood ready for the Purpoſe. As I 
Vas pondering what this ſhould mean, the Bar- 
rels were all ordered to be conveyed under: 
Londen Bridge. IL was then no longer at a 
1 8 Deſtination, and could not hei? 
NH letting fall a few Tears, Thou Fool! ſaid - 1 
| Guide, with a ſcornful Gries, haſt not chow. I 
propheſied the Down- fall of chat abominable 
Fabrick, and wilt thou be angry that we aſſiſt 2 
the Earthquake in fulfilling thy Predictien? 1 
Thence he led me to the Adm-r-ly, and \ "IN 
| round to the other Offices belonging to the oo 
| N--y; in all which he expreſſed a particular. 
Satisfaction at the flouriſhing Poſture of his . ” 
Affairs. But nothing tickled him more, than | 
the loud Clamours of a Company of honeſt. 
Tars, who were bawling for their Wages and 
Prize Money. He laughed till he chuckled 
again, when he faw e after all their Eſ- 
Lapes at Sea, ſhipwrecked on Shore; and aſter 
all their Services,. delivered over to a Parcel of 
devouring Land-Sharks, who ſtood Watching 
to diſcount their Tickets at the Jo Premium of. ( 
en ie in the Pound, 1 


ee erer; 
9 


'F 8 1 | 
we then took the reſt of the publick Offi- 
ces in order; in every one of which I ſaw a 
whole Legion of Du-ls, as brisk, and buſy, 
as Flies on a Horſe's Back i in Summer. But as 
their Employment was exactly the ſame with 


that of their Brethren, the infernal Matroſſes 
at the C-/i-1-H--/e, and for the ſame Purpoſe, 
namely, to undermine and blow up all before 
them, I ſhall not trouble you with a N 
tition 'of Particulars. 


Our next Viſit was to the Play-Houſe, but : 


the Subject of that Evening's Entertainment 


being no lewd Comedy, or inflammatory Farce, 


but amiably moral, inſtructive, and decent, 
my Guide ſoon grew weary of his Poſt, and 

© |, ſwore, as he went out, that next to a Sermon, | 
he hated nothing worſe than a dull, inſipid 
IS Play; but that he was afraid Things would 


never go better, ſo long as G---k was at the 


7 Head of Affairs there. 


He was yet ſpeaking, when I found myſelf 


2 * the Opera, where a great Number of little 


winged Demons, ſuch as the Zephyrs are re- 


preſented in Pictures, were very buſy, flying 


too and fro, catching all the looſe, effeminate 


| Notes, and lewd Geſtures, and conveying them 


through the Ears and Eyes, to the Hearts of 
the — while others, with long Robes 
in their Hands, like the Muſter-Rolls of Re- 

ents, ſet down the Names of all met as 


mes __ W than once a * 
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We afterwards * in at ſeveral Conſorts 
we Aſſemblies, at all which. I obſerved the 


above Particulars ; that is to ſay, the ſame kind 
of wing'd Demons, and diabolical Muſter- 


maſters. Pray, ſaid I to my Guide, are thoſe 


| Perſons liſted, - whoſe Names are enroll'd in 
that Manner? He made me no Anſwer, but 
ſtroaking me'over the Eyes bade me look again; 


when, Lord bleſs us ! "what a tearing Shew of 


Cockades was there, which before were in- 
viſible! ſcarce a Gentleman's Hat in the Com- 


pany but was adorned with a large flame- co- 
loured Ribbon, intermixed with burning Blue. 


The Ladies wore them upon their Breaſts. 
Unhappy Britain / cried I, how are thy 
Sons and Daughters degenerated ? Thy Land 


is full of Silver and Gold, therefore they pleaſe 
themſelves in the Children of Strangers. The 


Shew- of their Countenance doth wi tneſs: againſt 


| them, yea, they declare their Sin as Sodom, 
7 they hide it not.---Hold thy Fool's Tongue, 
and follow me! cried my Guide, with an 


angry Tone; when, Las myſelf about, I 
perceived him ſtanding with a Couple of his 


Friends in the Entrance to the Maſquerade. 


Theſe were two D-v-ls of hi gh Rank, their 


Names Belial and Aſmodeus ; x any ſhar'd be- 
ftvween them the Office of Maſter of the Cere- 


monies, and accordingly introduced us to that . 


_ illuſtrious Aſſembly. My Guide was imme- 
diately ſurrounded wich -a great Croud of 
young Demons, much ſmugger than any I 
5-40 {een b before, . to all Appearance, of 


n ſuperior 


| 


* 


Hons | 
ſuperior Quality. - Theſe foiled not their Fine 
gers in the dirty Buſinek of collecting Sins and 
Vices, though the Place was hemm' d. in on all 
Sides with — Mountains of both, which 
hanging over, threatened it with De Hruction 
every Moment; they had their Underlings to 
perform that Service, while themſelves were 
buſily ; employed, each in mimicking ſome one 
* af the Company, into whoſe Face he ſcrew'd 
. his own, wriggling his Body inte the ſame 
* wanton Attitudes, till he had perfectly copied 
evory betraying Smile; Iaſcivious Glance, and 
Ki debauched Geſture, What have we to do 
| here? ſaid I; what are theſe young D-v-ls 
making Holiday ? No, I affure you, replied © 
= 88S m Guide, laughing, they are now at School, 
 * Trarning their Leſſons; for this; you m 
3 Ew, is our Univerſſty, to which the Nobi- 
|: . ty of H.-Il ſend their Children to compleat 
their Education. Mercy upon me!] cried' I, 
s it poſſible that we have Sean ſo much in 
Evil, as to become capable 1 N TG o 


| 
| Maſters? ' 

| „ ine thence we made a Und of 3 
| 


Progreſs to the Gaming-tables, Taverns, and 

n in all which, as likewiſe at 

i Stand of Hackney Coaches, and Chairs, 

| be indeed in every. Corner of the Stredts, ſat 

a vaſt Multitude Of D. v-le, as impoſſible to 

be numbered as an Army of Locuſts, with 

ce each a great Book open before him, in which 
E de took down, in Short-hand, an Account of 

B81 all the . Perjuries, Thefts, Whoredoms; 

1 | Drunken 


* 


tp 1 
| e and other Abominations, o 
which he was a Witneſs; in particular, all the 
Oaths, Curſes, and Blaſ phemies that he heard ; 
the Amount of which, Na Articles was ſo in- 
finite, that it even wearied thoſe infernal Scribes 
with writing, and was Matter of great Tri- 
umph to my Guide, He ſnuffed up the Sa- 
vour of them with open Noſtrils, an ſeem'd - 
more than ordinary delighted with ſome that «2 
came ſtrongly perfumed with Gin. That di- 
vine Liquor, cried he, how it ſpirits up a 
Mortal to Blaſphemy | What Robberies, whe 
"Murders, - what Adulteries, what Variety of xY 
Guilt and Wretchedneſs, do we owe to it? 
Has it not made, in a Manner, a whole Nation _ * 
of Suicides ? Nay, cut ſhort the Stature, is 
well as Years of the People, and extended its 
baneful Venom to all ſucceeding Ge nera- 8 
tions? Then, how it qualifies 4 for 
Fell l Had we, before our Baniſhment. thi- | 
ther, had the Advantage of ſuch 4 gradual 
T Preparative, the Fire and Brimſtone, which 
is now ſo grievous to us, would have ſeemed 
no more than a double -diſtill'd Cordial. | 
Nie had ſcarce ended his Fanegyrick, when | 
an old D. y- came grinning to him, and clap= -x 
5 pb into his Hand the Order, by the L- d bi 
* 


93 


- and C--t of Al- -n, for puttin ng in 
Force the Laws made for the Reformation of 

Manners. Well, cried he, with a Smile « | 

| Neun ng tearing the 115 per, and ſtam mping it a 

under his Foot, 5 in force or enact 
What Laws they will d long as hoc. ann 


' 


[22] ; 

none againſt Gio, in ſparing that, they grant 

"us every, thing : While the Fountain is fafe, 

4 Fig for their Clay Dams againſt the Current. 

Indeed, ſhould they make any Attempt againſt 

, Our Magnd Charta, the Liberty of the Still, 

We were undone ; but hold you there !' The 

| Mis know on which Side their Bread is 
buttér'd. The Still affords, them too many 

golden Drops to be in Danger. Beſides, it has 

another excellent Property ; ; it is more effectual 
than all the Taxes put together, in keeping 1 
ſtiff-neck d People poor and ſubmiſſive; it 8 | 

diſarms both Soul and Body ;  palfies the Hand, - 

3 75 ſtupifies the Senſes. The ungovernable 
pirit of Oatmeal and Water has been more 

than once experienced. T he Still furniſhes a 

noble Antidote againſt all Apprehenſions, It 

would be fine Times, truly, if the paltry Mo- 

als, nay Salvation of a People, ſhould be put 

in Competition 1 with ſo much Profit and Far 

f . 

But thoug h Wickedneſs prevails thus in 
publick, aid ; among the Mob, and in ſuch 
Places as were never very remarkable for 

Goodneſs, I hope Virtue has ftill the Aſcen- 
dancy in private Houſes. We will, ſee that 
preſently, ſaid he, and immediately led me, 
as ſwift as Thought, through a great Nr 
in every Part of the City ; 80 Suburbs of London 
and Weſtminſter. * But, good Lord! How, ts 
the faithful City Become an Harkht ? From the 
Sole F the Foot, even unto the Head, there is 


aug Soundueſs in 1 It, but Wounds and Se: 
378 . a 11 


* 


£ 2 2 # 7 "of: b 


* 


: 'T T3]. 
and Neri Sores : The whole 2 is feb; 
and the whole Heart faint, Some few, in- 


deed, we found innocently, or laudably em- 


ployed *. I will caſt the Veil of Silence over 


them, Antler chuſing to lament, than accuſe 


my Brethren: A Detail of Particulars would 
de endleſs, as well as odious; only one Thing 
J muſt not omit, although | am ſenſible your 


Vanity needs ho Fewel, and that is the great 
Pleaſure which my Guide expreſs d whenever | 


we found any one reading Your" Fr — En- 
7 1 


9. : 
Methought, it now began to be ep of 
Day; my Companion caught me by the Hair 


of the Head, and perched with me upon the 


Top of St. Paul's Cathedral. There he ſat, 
like a Cormorant, feeding His Eyes, not like 


his Dam of 61d; with the Kingdoms of he 


Earth, and their Glory; but with the Shame 
and threatened Deſtruction of this great” Capi 
tal. Methought, Hell beneath” opened her 


Mouth without Meaſure; and upon the Roof 


of almoſt every Houſe, was piled a Mountain 
of Sins; ſome higher than the Place where we 
ſtood ; others even with it; ſome greater; 
ſome leis; but to all which, a vaſt Croud of 
D.v-ls were making perpetual Additions, by 
the Burthens they carried up. My Heart even 


fainted within me, I was like a Sparrow upon 


the Houſezto p. Good Lord, ſaid I, How' #s 


BD ga da 6 v * . Why, v we are over- 
8 Yi wuaelmed 
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| [ 1 . 
eien already ! Ves, cried my D. v- l, mi- 


micking me, Hell hath ene d herſelf to re- 
ceive thee, ſhe hath — forth all her 
Princes to meet thee; then ſet up a loud 


Laugh, which ran, like a Diſcharge of Muſ- 


quets, from one infernal Legion to another. 


But the firſt Volley of their Scorn was ſcarce 


over, when a different Noiſe impos'd Silence 
upon their Mirth. It was like the ruſhing of 
many Waters, or the trampling of an Army; 


when lifting up my Eyes, behold a Multitude 
* numbered, of Men and Wo- 


3 men, old and young | ud. with incredible 


Speed and Activity, clim bd up to the afore- 


| faid Mountains, caught every one his Fardel 


of Sins, and pouring through the Streets, like 
Waſps diſturbed from their Neſt, ſpread 


_ thamſclves over the Face of the whole King» 
dom. Vea, many I ſaw, who tarried ' not, 
nor looked once behind them, till they came 
to the Water-ſide, where they haſtened on 
Ship-board, and paſſed. over into other —_ 


tries. | 
I was mightily pin to &e ſo many ter⸗ 


: xible Mountains either entirely removed, or 


Junk into Mole-hills, eſpeciaily when I ob- 
ſerved what Conſternations the D-y+ls were in. 
Some hung their Ears, and tuck'd in their 


Tails, Dog that has loſt a Bone, while 


ethers ran a about, like a Herd of Swine 


Peſſeſſed. Methought my Guide's Counte- 


Nance appeared fallen too; but affecting an 


| Unconcern, never mind it, Gentlemen, fad . 


ET - 2 
he, calling aloud to his Companions, let them go 
and take their Fardels with them, they'll-only 
bring them back the heavier! Then, coming 
behind me, on the ſudden he gave me a Puſh, 
the Horror of which wak'd me. | 

Now, Sir, what I would offer to the pub- 
lick. Conſideration, and to yours, is this, whe- 

ther I have had Juſtice done me, in being 
: lock'd up for a Lunatick, when ſuch a pro- 
bable Reaſon may be aſſigned, why my Pre- 
diction has failed, and no Earthquake as yet 


happened; namely, the running away of thoſe 


Perſons for whoſe Puniſhment it might chief- 
ly be intended; whoſe- Sins might have | 
principal Weight in drawing down this Judg- 


_ cipal Ingredients of which the Earthquake was 
to have been compounded. - This my Viſion 
ſeems manifeſtly to imply; and that we are 
not yet out of Danger, ſhould thoſe who leſt 
the Town, for Fear of the Earthquake, return 
to it with a heavier Burthen of Iniquities than 
they carried out with them. Therefore, I 
_ humbly adviſe, that the L--d M-yer and 
 Al---n petition for an Order of C---cll, to 
forbid at ſuch Perſons to return, without 
bringing Certificates of their Reformation. 
This will appear no chimerical Caution, if 
we conſider, that Effects are inſepara 


their Cauſes; and if ſo, I would fain know 
the Reaſon, why an Earthquake may not be 
Carried from once Place to another, to and 
| fro, as well as the Plague, or any contagious = 
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Diſtemper ? Neylwby may it not be diftri- 
buted, like a Magazine of Powder, ſome here, 
ſome there; a few Barrels to this Place, and 
a few to that? We have heard lately of an 
Earthquake in the Ne of Wight, of one at 
_Chefter, and another in Lancaſhire ; may not 
all theſe be detached Parts of that grand one, 
that was to have been ſo fatal to this Capital, 
which hath been thus ſmuggled by theſe Fu- 
gitives, or rather, which hath followed them 
to thoſe Places, and whoſe Force, -being thus 
divided, inſtead of executing the Judgment 
. threatened, hath” bent itſelf in ſo many merci- 
ful Warnings ? Let Enquiry be therefore 
made, Whether ſome of the above-mentioned . 
Kun- aways were not actually at the aforeſaid 
Places, at the Time of the ſaid Earthquakes, 
in what Number, and of what'Rank : For 
ſhould the Caſe prove, as I have ſuggeſted, my 
Prediction muſt be allowed to have been lite- 
rally fulfilled; that is, materially, though not 
formally; an Earthquake having really hap- 
3 although J could not foreſee that it 
would be run 1 with into ſo — diffe- 
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But not to miu this, let us de ir no 
other Reaſon can be affigned for ourlate mira- 

culous Eſcape, and the Non-accompliſhment of 
my Prophecy. There is one, which, if ſuffi- 
gently. apparent, would render all others un- 
gneceſſary; that is, Repentance and Reforman = 
Tron of. Manners. 'T made, indeed, ſome: Ob- 


C boa to this, in the Winning of my es ; 
ut 


nl 


wut am, by no Means, willing to give it intirely 


; nay, Wiſh it may prove the only true one. 


: The Ninevites were faved by it: Let us com- 
pare our Caſe with theirs. The Court of Ni- 
neveh mourned in Sack-cloth and Aſhes: That 


at ----- hath left off gaming on. Surdays ; . 


and if Devotion may be meaſured by che 


Greatneſs of . the Sacrifice, who knows, but 


our Self-deniaf may he as meritorious as their 


Humility? The Ninevites proclaimed a Faſt; 
we have an Order to abſtain from Swearirig, 


- which to ſome Folk is Meat, Drink and Cloath- 


# Se 


ing. Theſe are favourable Symptoms; let us not 
deſpair! When the Fountain begins te purge 
itſelf, though ever ſo ſlowly, theré is great 
Kh that the inferior Stream will run purer 


5 P eie 


J was got thus far, ad fat tabbering my 


Forehead, in order to reinforce the above Ar- 
gument with the Recruit of a freſh Reaſon or 
two, when my Meditation was interrupted by 


the Clacks of a couple of Perſons who talked de 
pretty loud under my Window. At firſt T- * 

- wiſhed them at Jamaica; but hearing the 
Word Earthquake Tepeated ſeveral T3 imes, 
Aha! ſaid I, pricking up my Ears, perhaps 
the Volunteers I was beating up for, may be 


coming that Way: Get off ay? Seat, 'Serjeant, 


and go ſee, however! 


They were two well-drefſed Geridlenien'; ind 


juſt as I got to the Window, Don't- be too 


haſty,” ſaick one of them, in condemning the 


Poor Fellow! 1 For my Part I an n e ; 
- IT ee eee yet 
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F 
yet that his Prophecy is not really accoinpliſh'd, 
and that we are not actually ſwallowed up as he 
 foretold we ſhould be. Sir, ſaid the other, this 
is a Subject a little too ſerious for Raillery. I 
think ſo too, ſaid he, but pray tell me, is it 
eſſential to the Character of a true Prophet that 
he ſhould always underſtand the preciſe Mean- 
ing of his own Prediction? I think not; and 
many of our Divines I.know are of my Opi- | 
nion. This I take to be the Caſe of this poor 
Fellow: Here an Earthquake is foreſhewn ; he 
is very illiterate, and therefore has no Notion 
of any but a groſs material one; eſpecially as 
we may * the two laſt lay ſtill in. lus 
Head. And pray, Sir, ſaid his Companion, 
ſmiling, What Sort of an Earthquake may 
you have gotten into yours? Oh] Sir, ſaid 
he, mine is a Species for which this Kingdom 
hath been pretty remarkable of late Years; and 
which more properly belongs to the Diſquiſition 
of the. Politician than the . Philoſopher. In 
ſhort, I mean thoſe Earthquakes that have 


made ſuch Havock with our good old Conſti- 
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tution, ſwallowed up ſome Parts of it, and 
ſhattered others. Your Servant, Sir! ſaid his 
Friend, coldly, 1 never heard but of Three 
Parts of which our Conſtitution was compoſed: 


* 


* 


Are not all of them where they were? F or 
Example, Have we not our Kg? Ves, ſaid 
he, a Moſt Gracious One. But even there, 
may not his Abſence be ſtiled, without Im- 
propriety, an Earthquake to bis faithful Sub: 
jects? Then have we not an He of 3 2 
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Ves, ſaid he, a very flouriſhing one; yet 
the Time has been, when the creating ſo ma- 
ny new Seats there, would have been looked 


upon as little leſs than an Earthquake to the 
Honour of the Pe ge. We have alſo a 


Hef d us: Is that where it was? Has 
that undergone no Mutation? If to, Way have 


we not a new one choſe every Vear? For G-4's 


Sake! cried the other, don't ſpeak of it: For 


my Part, I find an Election once in ſeven Years | 
expenſive enough. Sir, ſaid he, | have no 
Deſign to call in Queſtion the Expediency of 
the Septennial Act; but let us hear the Rea- 
ſons of our Anceſtors, before we condemn 


their Cuſtoms, The N ature of Mankind, ſay 
they, is degenerate; therefore, the beſt Way 
to avoid Corruption, will be to render it im- 


practicable : The moſt effectual Method to pro- 
cure the Independance of our Parliaments, 
will be to have ſuch frequent new Choices, that 
it ſhall never be the Intereſt of a Majority to 
be. biaſſed, nor in the Power, or worth the 


while, of any to biaſs them. This, yon 
muſt allow, carries the Face of an Argument; 
not that I ſhall preſume to defend it: The 


Advantages of our preſent Form have been ſuf- 


| ficiently experienced. But it is our Govern- 


ment that has only Three Parts; our Conſtitu- 


tion has Many. There is another gonſiderable 
one, the Militia, — ſwallowed up, I ſuppoſe, 
_ faid bis Antagoniſt, laughing, by the Standing 


Army] Swallowed up it is, ſaid he; but by a moſt 


| deplorable Neglect. Our Anceſtors, as a fle 


| » © as hk 

; Peop! le, ch ought this their natural, and only brb- 
ee and, as they were the Inhabitants 

of an Iſland, their only neceſſary one. Is it not 

to be feared, that the Diſuſe of it may, in 


Time, extinguiſh all Remains of a Martial 


Spirit among us, and leave us no more Re- 


ſemblance of our brave Fore-fathers, than the | 


preſent Talians have to the antient Roman. 1 
- dread the Progreſs of the Fiddle ! and ſhould | 
think the Sword of the laſt, leſs dangerous to 
theſe Kingdoms, than the Bow of their degene- 
rate Offspring. How are the Heads and Hearts, 

the Morals, Manners, and Underſtandings of 
our Youth, of both Sexes, ſhattered and over 
turned, by continued Earthquakes of Concer» 
toes, Ridottoes, Balls, Aſſemblies, Operas, and 
Maſquerades ! Are we not invaded, and over- 
by hoſtile Bands of Signor and Signoras? 
Is there a Vice or Folly, of the Growth of any 
Country, that is not imported, and fo indui- 
triouſly propagated among us, that there is 


hardly Room left for a fingle Virtue to take 


meſtic Embargoes? An immenſe National Debe 


Root? Pride, Luxury, and Venality overwhelm 

the Rich; Idleneſs and Drunkenneſs the Poor; 
Lewdneſs and Profaneneſs are a Kind of 
general Earthquake, from which no Rank 
is exempted. Then, as to our Trade, What 


Earthquakes has it ſuffered, both at | ics 1 


and Abroad, from foreign Depredations, and do- 


has intailed, as it were, an Earthquake upon 
the Landed Intereſt, and threatens to ẽWwallow 


* _ Public Credit, Nor has the Church 
| 


_ eſcaped its Concuſſions: That glorious Fabric! 
againſt which, we are told, the Gates of Hell 
ſhall not prevail, though founded upon the 
Everlaſting Rock, yet how is it rent and ſhaken? 
Its Unity, by innumerable Schiſms ; its Purity, 
by Pluralities, Simony, private Hereſy, and 
public bad Example; its Diſcipline, by a ſcan- 
dalous Neglect, not to ſay Contempt, of the 
Power of the Keys, and a general Lukewarm- 
neſs among the Clergy | Where is that Cha- 
rity, which hungers and thirſts after other Mens 
Righteouſneſs ? That Hope, which looks for- 
ward to the Prize of our High-Calling ? And, as 
to our Faith, are not the very Pillars of it 
ſhaken, by a moſt dreadful Earthquake of In- 
fidelity and Profaneneſs? What Numbers of 
Books are daily publiſhed, on Purpoſe to let 
looſe the Paſſions, and unhinge the Principles 
of the Young and Unwary ? 1 he Painter, the 
Engravuer, the Statuary, are all contederate in 
the lame Deſign, to lull the Conſcience a- 
ſleep, while they rob the Heart of its Jewels; 
of every thing that can contribute to it5 Peace 
bere, or Happineſs hereafter. Are their En- 
deavours diſcountenanced ? No, —encouraged, 
propagated, - with as much Zeal, as if the di- 
veſting us of every human Virtue, every Seed 
Of Grace, and the putting, as it were, Enmi- 
ty between God and Man, was a meritorious 
Service, Not only Religion, but even com- 
mon Decency, is inſulted, and that openly, 
unmpuniſhed, unoenſured: While every Intereſt, 
except that of Piety and Reformation, is gree- 
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dily promoted. The Attack is not now a- 
gainſt particular Outworks: The Truth of 
Chriſtianity itſelf is called in queſtion ; nay, 
by ſome, boldly denied; its Faith ridiculed ; 
its octrines traduced; its Miracles ſcoffed at, 
and its Saints and Martyrs ſtigmatized as En- 


thuſiaſts or Impoſtors. Hold, Sir! ſaid his 


Friend, a Good Cauſe has nothing to fear from 
a Free Impartial Enquiry; but, like fine Gold, 


when it hath paſſed through the Fire, receives 


a freſh Teſtimony of its Pureneſs. What is 
Chriſtianity the worſe for theſe Attacks? No- 
thing, faid he, as to its intrinſic Value; that 
will admit of no. Diminution, either in the 
Head or Heart of any, who ſeek with Since- 


Tity to walk in the Paths of True Wiſdom and 


Eternal Life: But the Damage which the 
Church hath received in many of her Mem- 
bers, Iam afraid, is confiderable, The Wiſe. 
and Good are always provided with Antidotes 
againſt ſuch Poiſons-: But how many weak, 
illiterate, or young People, may imbibe the 
Venom? who may not have the good For- 

tune to light of a Remedy as long as they live, 
or not till the Malady, by a long Habit of 
Sin, is become incurable; till Guilt hath in- 


feected, not only the Underſtanding, but the 
Will, and. they hate Health, out of Deſpair |} 
of being cured, though they know. their Diſ= _ 


eaſe will inevitably plunge them into endleſs 


Perdition. Should, a Man attempt to poiſon 


the Air we breathe, or the Water we drink, 
would he not be looked upon as a common E— 


[ 23] 
nemy? How much worſe are they, who lie 
thus in wait, to taint that Fountain which 
| ſpringeth up unto Everlaſting Life; and to cut 

off from-us thoſe Irradiations of Grace, which 
are as neceflary to the Health of the Soul, as 
the Air we breathe is to that of the Body? 
Tf a Perſon diſturbs the Peace of the State, he 
is laid hold on, and puniſhed : Is the Peace of 
the Church of no Importance? Or rather, does 


not the Peace of the State depend upon it? 


Set a Man once free from the Tie of Religion, 
that golden Chain of Order and Obedience, 

_ which links Earth to Heaven, and all the 
Obligations you can afterwards lay upon him, 
all the Oaths you can contrive to bind him with, 


will be as Threads of Tow that have touch d 
the Fire. Should not à prudent Government, 


for its own Sake, put a Stop to ſuch Licenti- 
ouineſs ? If we have no Reſpect to the Ho- . 
nour of God, may we not fear, that we ſhall 
be lightly eſteemed by him? ls the reviling 


our common Lord and Redeemer leſs Trea- 


ſon, than the ipeaking againſt a temporal 
Prince? Is it Scandalum Magnatum to traduce- 

an earthly Peer, and none to vilify and aſperſe + 

the Nobles. of the Court of Heaven, the A- 


poſtles and Primitive Fathers? Sir, ſaid his _— 
Opponent, I hope you are no Papiſt, I hope 
you dont place thoſe Fathers you ſpeak” of 


upon a Level with the Apoſtles? No, Sir, 
ſaid he, but in the Rank immediately next 
them; the Primitive Church (fo. long as it re- 
mained pure and uncorrupt) being, in reality, 


what 


* 
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. the Church of Rome REY to be, truly 
Catholick in its Doctrine and Diſcipline z and 


in every Thing, where the Scripture is filent, 
or not ſufficiently plain to our Apprehenſions, 
that Guide whoſe Voice we are commanded 
to hear, and whoſe Deciſions we ought to re- 


_ xeive. with Submiſſion and Reverence. Sir, 


aid the other, your Character of theſe Old 
Gentlemen. is very different from that which 


| has been lately given them: But tho' I agree 


with you as to their Piety, and the Purity of 
their Doctrine, not being able to conceive the 
Stream ſhould run foul ſo near the Fountain 
bead; yet may they not, in other Reſpects, 


$ have been what Dr. M-dd--n repreſents 

them, weak and illiterate, yet crafty F orgers 
i ef Miracles; and, at the fame Time, credulous 
Qn af to be impoſed upon? Sir, ſaid he, 


Let me put a Caſe to you: . Suppoſe any one 


ſhould tell Dr. Adden, that his Favourite 


= "Geeero was a weak, credulous Fellow, and a 


Romancer ; that many 'Things recorded | 


E Ea as Matters of Fatt, were - falſe ;. for 


xample, Catalines Conſpiracy ; that Part of | 
. Story was palm'd upon, and the reſt his 
on Invention; would the Doctor vouchſafe 
ſuch a Perſon a ſerious Anſwer? Would not 
be think him mad ? Vet the Caſe is his own; 
nay, in reſpect to himfelf, the Abſurdity is 
ſtill greater: For let any one, whoſe Head 1 is 
not turned, or whoſe Heart is not wretchedly 
corrupt, read over theſe incomparable Writers; 


A Doctrine, 
9 
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ſupported by buch Variety of invincible- Argu- 


ments, and adorned with ſuch charming Elo- 


quence, as will ſoon convince him, that Men 
of their Abilities, inferior neither to Tally, or 


Demoſthenes, for Reaſon, Penetration, or Wit, 


| could not eaſily he impoſed upon; and that 
they would wilfully impoſe upon others, is al- 
together incredible! I hat they, whoſe Writ- 


ings are full of the moſt pathetic Exhorta- 


tions againſt doing Evil that Good may came 
9. it, ſhould themſelves lie againſt the Holy 
pirit! That they, who by their Sufferings, 

may be ſaid to have died daily in the Cauſe 


of Truth, and who ſealed their Teſtimony with 


their Blood, ſhould: be the Artificers of, Falt. 
hood, | ſhould dare to ruſh. into the Preſence ut 
the God of Truth, with a lie in their Mouths} ! 


What Rancour do they betray. againſt that 


Faith, for which theſe holy Men laid down 
their Lives, who repreſent it as ſtanding in 

need of any ſuch abominable Aſſiſtance? What 
Folly, to believe that any, in that Cafe, would 

have died Martyrs for it? Now, Sir, ſince 
we have already experienced ſo many Earth- . 
quakes, both in Church and State, can you 


5 


blame me for ſuſpending my Opinion concern- 


ing this poor Fellow's Prediction? For theſe 
are quite different Things from material Eart - 


2 The fatal Conſequences of thoſe are 


ſudden, and felt at once; but theſe. have their 
private Articles, like our modern Treaties, by 


one of which you may be ſwallowed up, a 


long Time before it breaks out, and you become 
256 2 Behold, -- 


ſenſible of it. | 
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chold; Sir, a Corps de 
brought me off with flying Colours 
Part, I was charm'd with this worthy 
But if nothing will do; if, after 


6 2 


really mad, as you ſay; and this Propltecy 


vt. 5 


Re bro; wh ich "FN 
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Which hath ſcar d ſo many People, is no als 
than the Daughter of a crack'd Brain, which, 
like Pallas from the Head of Fove, hath leap'd - 


T forth, thus armed with Terrors, upon them; 
= + A hope you will allow, that they who gave Cre- 


dit to me are as mad, at leaſt; as myſelf; 'and 


| therefore deſire 
to bear me Company. 
Sir, of the Honour of ſeei 
if what the Gentlemen all 
F. Enq--ry, be true, it would 


you there; 


may be ſent to B- n 
Nor will I deſpair, 


for, 


concerning your 


of Chriſtian Charity, not to with you may be 


found lified for 80 * 
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